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MISSOULA—
Montana’
s one-iwo place kicking combination is together again.
Holder Bob Guptil is back at the University of Montana after a year away from
the Missoula school and holding the football for the Grizzly All-American kicker
Dan Worrell.
Guptil and Worrell have been teammates since their prep playing days at Great
Falls Public High School.
As a Bison, Guptil was an All-State defensive ena in 1965 and 1966 and was the
holder for Worrell.

Worrell booted a 43-yard field goal which is still a high

school Memorial Stadium record in Great Falls.

He scored 45 points his junior year

and 41 points as a senior.
Great Falls Public Coach Gene Carlson said Guptil was the number two holders
for Worrell at the beginning of the 1965 season, but he went in after the last
touchdown in the Butte game and held for Worrell's game-winning kick.

"I believe

that was our second game in 1965 that Worrell split the uprights in Butte for the
21-20 victory, but that's when the Guptil-Worrell combination started," he said.
The two played on the 1965 undefeated Bison championship team and on the Great
Falls team that tied Missoula Sentinel for the 1966 state title.
Following graduation from Great Falls High, Guptil and Worrell accepted football
scholarships to the University of Montana, Missoula,

The two continued to earn

honors as an outstanding kicking team and Worrell connected on seven of ten field
goals and 28 points his freshman year.

Included in the seven three pointers were

45 and 43-yarders.
more
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Guptil held for Worrell's 22 extra points and eight field goals in 1968 when the
two were sophomores and started as a defensive halfback.

Worrell was the leading

Grizzly scorer in 1968 with 46 points.
In 1969 Guptil did not return to school.

Worrell resorted to punter John Ochoa J

the holding chores and the two worked long hour <o perfect the place kicking game.
He kicked 40 of 41 points after touchdowns and hit on nine of 18 field goals.
Last year Worrell was the number two college division kicker in the nation
scoring 71 points.

Boise State's Gary Stivers /on the mythical national kicking title

with a 79-point total.

In the combined university and college division kicking Worrell

finished in eighth position; however, if his three pointer in the Camellia Bowl were
counted, he would have finished in a tie for fourth in the country.
Guptil returned to school this winter and is back on the football team.

Coach

Swarthout said he is a strong candidate for a starting role in the defensive s e c o n d h 
and is the unanimous choice to hold for Worrell.
The holder-kicker timing is very important, Swarthout said.

Without this

intricate coordination between the two, a good kicker is useless.

"We're glad to see

Bob back to hold for Worrell, it solves one of our big problems."
Swarthout is a firm believer in the value of the kicking game.

"Without Woxr~'t.

we could have tied or lost, a couple of games las: season," the UM mentor said.
The University of Montana is in its third week of spring football drills on the
Missoula campus.

One of the highlights of the spring training will be Saturday

night's intrasquad game at Naranche Memorial Stadium in Butte.
Spring practice concludes May 30 in Missoula.

